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Irish visa introduction for South Africa and Botswana nationals, July 2024 - 
FAQs 
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Q1. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I booked my travel to Ireland 
before 10 July 2024 and I am due to arrive in Ireland before 10 August 2024. 
Do I need a visa to come to Ireland? 
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Q2. I am a South African or Botswanan national and booked my flights for 
Ireland on 10 July 2024, i.e. the day the visa requirement came into effect. I 
plan to travel to Ireland before 10 August 2024. Do I need a visa to come to 
Ireland? 
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Q3. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I booked my flights before 10 
July 2024 and I intend to travel to Ireland on a date after 9 August 2024. Do I 
need a visa to come to Ireland? 
 

2 

Q4. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I have not made any flight or 
hotel booking in Ireland just yet, but I want to travel to Ireland at during 
July/August 2024. Do I need a visa to come to Ireland? 
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Q5. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I booked flights to a 
destination other than Ireland before 10 July 2024. However, as part of that 
journey I am required to transit through Ireland en route to my final 
destination. Do I need an Irish transit visa? 
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Q6. I am a South African/Botswanan national. I booked flights to a destination 
other than Ireland after 10 July 2024. As part of that journey, I am required to 
transit through Ireland en route to my final destination. Do I need an Irish 
transit visa? 
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Q7. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I have a valid IRP (Irish 
Residence Permit) card. How do these transitional arrangements, or the new 
visa requirement, affect me?  
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Q8. I am a Botswanan national and I need to apply for a visa to come to 
Ireland. How do I do this? 
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Q9. I am a South African national and I need to apply for a visa to come to 
Ireland. How do I do this? 
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Q10. I am not a South African or Botswanan national but I am living in either 
South Africa or Botswana. Do I need a visa to come to Ireland? 
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Q11. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I have read the notice about 
the transitional arrangements but I am still unsure if I need a visa to come to 
Ireland. What should I do? 
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Q1. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I booked my travel to Ireland 
before 10 July 2024 and I am due to arrive in Ireland before 10 August 2024. Do I 
need a visa to come to Ireland? 
 
Answer:  As your travel plans fall within the transitional arrangements, you may 
travel to Ireland without a visa in this period. However, you must remember to bring 
evidence of your flight booking (made BEFORE 10 July 2024) so that you can present 
the information to your carrier, or to Irish Border Officials, if requested. The normal 
immigration rules that apply to non-nationals on seeking entry to the State will apply 
to any person availing of the transition arrangements. 
 
 
Q2. I am a South African or Botswanan national and booked my flights for Ireland 
on 10 July 2024, i.e. the day the visa imposition came into effect. I plan to travel to 
Ireland before 10 August 2024. Do I need a visa to come to Ireland? 
 
Answer:  Yes. As you did not book your flight before 10 July 2024, you will need a 
visa to come to Ireland. Details on how to apply for an Irish visa can be found here: 
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/giving-your-details-on-avats-for-a-
visa-preclearance-application/ 
 
Q3. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I booked my flights prior to 10 July 
2024 and I intend to travel to Ireland on a date after 9 August 2024. Do I need a 
visa to come to Ireland? 
 
Answer:  Yes. The transitional arrangements only apply to customers who booked 
flights before 10 July and will travel to Ireland before 10 August 2024. As you will be 
arriving into Ireland after this date you will require a visa. Details on how to apply for 
an Irish visa can be found here: https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-
border/giving-your-details-on-avats-for-a-visa-preclearance-application/ 
 
Q4. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I have not made any flight or hotel 
booking in Ireland just yet, but I want to travel to Ireland during July/August 2024. 
Do I need a visa to come to Ireland? 
 
Answer:  Yes. The transitional arrangements only apply to customers who booked 
flights to Ireland before 10 July and are due to arrive in Ireland before 10 August 
2024. Details on how to apply for an Irish visa can be found here: 
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/giving-your-details-on-avats-for-a-
visa-preclearance-application/ 
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Q5. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I booked flights to a destination 
other than Ireland before 10 July 2024. However, as part of that journey I am 
required to transit through Ireland en route to my final destination. Do I need an 
Irish transit visa? 
 
Answer:  As your travel plans fall within the transitional arrangements, you may 
travel without an Irish transit visa. Please remember to bring evidence of your flight 
booking (made BEFORE 10 July 2024) so that you can present it to your carrier, or to 
Irish Border Officials, if requested. For more information on transit visas, please visit: 
Transit (including Transfer Visa) Advice - Immigration Service Delivery 
(irishimmigration.ie) 
 
Q6. I am a South African/Botswanan national. I booked flights to a destination 
other than Ireland after 10 July 2024. As part of that journey, I am required to 
transit through Ireland en route to my final destination. Do I need an Irish transit 
visa? 
 
Answer:  Yes. The transitional arrangements only apply to customers who booked 
flights to Ireland before 10 July and are due to arrive in Ireland before 10 August 
2024. Details on how to apply for an Irish visa can be found here: 
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/giving-your-details-on-avats-for-a-
visa-preclearance-application/ 
 
Q7. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I have a valid IRP (Irish Residence 
Permit) card. How do these transitional arrangements, or the visa requirement, 
affect me?  
 
Answer:  If you hold a valid IRP card, then provided the IRP card is in date when you 
are travelling to Ireland, you do not need a visa to come to Ireland.  
 
Q8. I am a Botswanan national. The transitional arrangements in the notice do not 
apply to me. How do I apply for an Irish visa? 
 
Answer:  Information on how to apply for an Irish visa can be found here: 
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/giving-your-details-on-avats-for-a-
visa-preclearance-application/ . 
 
  

https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/transit-including-transfer-visa-advice/
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/transit-including-transfer-visa-advice/
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/giving-your-details-on-avats-for-a-visa-preclearance-application/
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/giving-your-details-on-avats-for-a-visa-preclearance-application/
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/giving-your-details-on-avats-for-a-visa-preclearance-application/
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/giving-your-details-on-avats-for-a-visa-preclearance-application/


Page 4 of 4 
 

Q9. I am a South African national. The transitional arrangements in the notice do 
not apply to me. How do I apply for an Irish visa? 
 
Answer:  Information on how to apply for an Irish visa can be found here: 
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/giving-your-details-on-avats-for-a-
visa-preclearance-application/ . 
 
When you have completed your online application form, you will receive a visa 
summary form. This form will contain details about how to book your appointment 
at one of Ireland’s Visa Applications Centres (VACs) in South Africa to present your 
documents. Please note: No visa documents should be submitted either by post or 
in person to the Irish Embassy in Pretoria. All visa application documentation must 
be presented at a VAC.  Details of the VAC locations for Irish visas in South Africa and 
information on how to make an appointment, can be found at this link: 
https://visa.vfsglobal.com/zaf/en/irl/  
 
Q10. I am not a South African or Botswanan national, but I am living in South Africa 
or Botswana. Do I need a visa to come to Ireland? 
 
Answer:   The transitional arrangements mentioned in the notice only apply to South 
African or Botswanan nationals. If you are living in Botswana or South Africa but are 
not a national of either country you can check here to see if you need an Irish visa 
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/coming-to-visit-ireland/visit-ireland-travel-path/ 
Details on how to apply for an Irish visa can be found here: 
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/at-the-border/giving-your-details-on-avats-for-a-
visa-preclearance-application/ 
 
Q11. I am a South African or Botswanan national. I have read the notice about the 
transitional arrangements, but I am still unsure if I need a visa to come to Ireland. 
What should I do? 
 
Answer:  If you are still unsure about whether or not you need a visa to come to 
Ireland, please email travelrequest@justice.ie and the Visa Business Support Team in 
Immigration Service Delivery (ISD), Ireland, will assist you with your query. 
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